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NAVAHO-SPANISH FRONTIER
EIGHTEENTH CENTURY

NAVAHO-SPANISH WARS 1680-1720

By FRANK D. REEVE

sufficient number of the Pueblo folk leagued together in

A
1680 to wage a successful War for Independence against
their Spanish conquerors. For twelve years they were free
to fight among themselves and to ward off the frontier foe as
best they could. The. extent of their difficulties is unknown
due to the paucity of information about the internal affairs
of New Mexico during this period. An occasional bit of news
was received at Spanish headquarters in EI Paso del Norte
from Indian informants and a further vague insight was
gained from feeble attempts at reconquest.
In 1683,·a Pueblo Indian named Juan escaped from his
Apache captors in the Plains country of eastern New Mexico.
Arriving at EI Paso, he gave a story of intra-Pueblo quarreling and of frontier people dabbling in their affairs. The
Apaches of the Plains and the Utes were troublesome to the
Pueblos, but other Apaches were friendly, especially those
who visited the Pueblos of Sia, Santa Ana, and Jemez. On the
basis of geographical location and the overall picture of
·Apache-Pueblo history, these visitors were Apaches from the
western side of Puebloland; that is, they were Navahos from
either Cebolleta Mountain or the Province of Navaho. 1 They
Abbreviations used in footnotes: ·A. C.-Edward E. Ayer Collection of Spanish
Colonial documents; Newberry Library•. Chicago; typewritten copies. A. G. I.-Archivo
General de Indias (Seville, Spain). A. G. N.-Archivo General y Publico de la Naclon
(Mexico). B. L.-Bancroft Library, University of California. B. N. M.-Biblioteca Naclonal de Mexico. N. M. A.-New Mexico Archives, Coronado Library, University of
New Mexico; enlarged microfihn copies of Spanish-Mexican archives at Santa Fe,
N. M. F. L. O.-Federal Land Office records, Santa Fe, N. M. There is a microfilm copy
in the Coronado Library..
•
1. Correspondence of Governor Domingo Gironza Petris de Cruzate, 1682-1684.
A. G. N. Provincias [ntemas 95., Expediente 2. f36 (A. C.). A more detailed stOry of
the period 1680-1692 can be found in Vina Walz, History of the El Paso Area, 1680-169l!,
ms., University of New Mexico, 1951CebolIeta Mountain, sometimes labeled on maps as San Mateo Mountain, is topped
by Mt. Taylor. The Province of Navaho lay to the north in the southeastern drainage of
the Rio San Juan. Frank D. Reeve, "Early Navaho Geography," New Mexico Historical
Review, vol. 31 (October 1956). ,
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were not however peacefully inclined toward all the Pueblos,
especially those in the Rio Arriba.
The freedom of Puebloland from Spanish rule lasted for
twelve years. The end did not come overnight, despite an
auspicious beginning. On the contrary, severe fighting was
carried on for over two years by Governor Don Diego de
Vargas Zapata Lujan Ponce de Leon (1691-1697). On his
first entry into New Mexico (in 1692), he was happy over
the willingness, although reluctant, of the people to accept
the return of the Spanish, but underneath the surface were
ominous signs that indicated a latent hostility; how severe
only time could tell.
The involvement of the frontier folk in the resistance
that developed toward Don· Diego was early revealed. At
Santa Fe, on September 14, the Governor was informed that
the principal leader (Don Luis) of the Pueblos in the Santa
Fe district, "wishes to inform me [Don Diego] that tomorrow he will come to see me; that he had gone· to see the
Navajo Apaches. . . ."2 No specific reason is given by the
informant for the trip to the Navahos, but it was more likely
a political mission than one involving food supplies for
Puebloland. The possibility that the trip implied a widespread alliance against the Spanish was revealed to Don
Diego on his arrival at the Pueblo of Taos. The leaders there
told !.lim that a general council of Indians was held near
Acoma with representatives from Zuni, Jemez, Pecos, the
Moqui, and Keres pueblos, the Faraon Apaches, the Coninas
of the Cerro Colorado, "and many others from other parts.
. . ." They planned to ambush the Spanish at some place
along the way as the latter moved from Pueblo to Pueblo. 3
2~ J. Manuel Espinosa, FirBt Expedition of Vargas into New Mexieo, 169~, p. 98.
The University of New Mexico Press, 1940 (Vol. X, Coronado Cuarto Centennial Publications, 1540-1940, George P. Hammond, General Editor). This is the campaign
journal and correspondence of Vargas, August 1692 to April 1693. Excerpts from the
journal have been published in Old Santa Fe (magazine), vol. 1 (January, April, 1914).
3. Taos, October 8, 16.92. Ibid., p. 154.
A contemporary Spanish journalist wrote that the Taos Indians advised De Vargas
"that the Hemes, Queres, and Pecos, aided by the Apaches and the Indians of the Zuni
and Moqui provinces, had arranged to attack him from ambush when he was leaving
the realm." Irving Albert Leonard, tr., The Mercurio Volante of Don CarloB de Sigiienza
y Gongora, p. 72. Los Angeles: The Quivira Society, 1932.
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When the Governor arrived at Jemes Pueblo two weeks
later, he was received in a friendly fashion and invited into a
house for a feast. "After this," he wrote, "I went out, and
various Apaches came out from the said house and rendere.d
obedience, and in the corridor I spoke to them, telling them
that I would return next year . . . and that they should tell
thE:)ir tribe and rancheria that if they are not Christians I do
not want their friendship, and that what I said was to their
interest, and they said that they were happy. I assumed, since
they had the said Apaches separated in the said house and
many others in those of the second plaza, that the report
given by the Taos concerning the aforementioned council
was true." 4
The mention of Faraon (Faraone) Apaches at the council clouds the picture of Navaho relations. Apaches under
this particular name had contacts with Zuni, but they lived
to the southward of that Pueblo. Since the Indians had possession of the horse by this time, it was quite feasible for
the Faraones to travel long distance with less difficulty,
whether to participate in Pueblo politics or to plunder. However, the term Faraones also was applied to Apaches living
on the east side of the Rio Grande, so it did not have a settled
and specific meaning for a particular geographical group at
this early date. In the course of time it acquired an eastern
application and other names were coined' for the western
bands.
There i~ no important evidence that the east-side Apaches
crossed the Pueblo region in the Rio Grande Valley in order
to have relations with the folk in the Jemez Mountains,
whether peaceful or otherwise. The Faraones south of Zuni
4. Espinosa, First Expedition of Vargas • •• ,p. 181.
Fray Silvestre Velez de Escalante, UExtracto de Noticias," B. N. M., ·legajo 3. A'
section of "Extracto de Noticias" is in A. G. N., Historia £. It is published in Documentos para la Historia de Mexico, Tecero Serie, pp. 127-208. Mexico, 1856.
The authorship of "Extracto de Noticias'" was established by J. Manuel Espinosa
in Hispanic American Historical Review, 22 :422-25 (May, 1942). Fray Silvestre compiled hiB report about 1778.
the Hemes who, obstinately persisting in their treachery, not only had many
Apaches with them in their quarters but had sought aid from the Queres of Chief
Malacate." Leonard, The Mercurio Volante . .. ,P. 75.
If
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ought to have had sufficient relations with the Pueblo people
of that settlern.ent and Acoma, to 'minimize any desire to
penetrate the more distant valley of the Jemez. It seems
reasonable, therefore, that the Apaches found at Jemez by
Governor Vargas were the Navaho. 5
Continuing his journey froni Jemez to Acoma, hoping for
continued success in subjecting the Pueblos again, Governor
Vargas met with further hints of the disturbing influence of
the Navahos in the affairs of the former Spanish subjects.
Sending a messenger in advance with a plea to the Acomas
that they return to their old allegiance, Vargas received in
reply the answer "that for the present they were very much
afraid because \hey had stood alone, having as friends only
the Navaho Apaches. . . .'!6 When the Governor finally arrived at the pueblo, Chief Mateo "remained timid and persistent in his doubts, saying that two Manso Indians and
some Apaches had told him and his said people that . . .
they should not believe me [De Vargas] . . . ."7
Proceeding from Acoma to Zuni, further bits of information were received about the activity of Apaches as advisers
to the Pueblo people. A Moqui Pueblo Indian who had been
sent to his homeland by the Governor when at Jemez, reported through a second Indian that "the Navajo Apaches
5. Leonard, Mercurio Volante • •• , p. 75 note, is of the same opinion. L. B. Bloom
states: "They [Jemez] felt that the return of the Spaniards would give them 'relief
from· their Tewa and Tano enemies and from the Apaches of various bands who were
constantly descending upon them to kill those who went to their fields, and to rob and
take captives." Bloom and L. B. Mitchell, "The Chapter Elections in 1672," New
Mexico Historical. Review, 13 :100 (January, 1938).
6. Espinosa, First Expediti<m of Vargas • • : , P. 191.
7. Ibid., p. 192. .
Writing nearly a century later about this episode, Fray. Silvestre stated tbat "Their
[Acoma] captain named Matheo indicated some inclination to be reduced, but said that
the Navahos and some other apostate Indians had advised them that when the Spanish
should come, they should not believe them
Escalante, op. cit. Encamped at Zuni,
Vargas reported in his journal that the Faraone Apaches stole 16 head of cattle.
Espinosa, First Expedition of Vargas • •. , p. 200. Escalante just wrote "Apache."
op; cit.
To further illustrate that there was some distinction between the various Apache
groups, Vargas was visited at Zuni by a group whom he termed the HSalineros
Apaches" ; "they had corne to tell me that they had always entered this land and province
of Zuni on terms of peace," and they wanted peace with the Spaniards. Espinosa, First
Expcdition of Varg~ .•. , p. 205. The name implies that these Indians lived south
of Zuni, hence they were kinsmen of the Faraones-if not actually the same band.
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had informed and told them [the Moqui] not to believe me,
that under the guise of the said assurance of peace they would
all be killed," etc. Several days later two Moqui Indians
visited the Governor in his encampment and "they told me
that the Faraon Apaches had told them . . . that they
should not believe me, for I was untrustworthy. . .." 8
Having completed a tour of Puebloland, Governor Vargas
returned to EI Paso, well pleased with his work. The following year he returned with a body of settlers to complete his
task with permanent reoccupation of New Mexico. As he
neared the heart of the' Pueblo region; disquieting stories
were brought by friendly Indians that trouble lay ahead and,
as on his first expedition, frontier Indians were named as the
trouble makers, including the Navahos. As the expedition
moved northward from Sandia in November of 1693 (so
Escalante wrote about 1778), "the various Pueblo warriors
and Apaches planned to stampede the horses-an excellent
way of course to seriously weaken the military strength of the
Spanish. The project was not carried' out so they schemed
again, this time planning to increase their strength by "union
with the Navaho Apaches and plains Apaches." 9 The famous
Luis Tapatu, a leader in the War of 1680, was the brains
behind the plan, but again it failed to materialize.
En route between the Pueblos of San Felipe and Santo
Domingo, an old Indian woman from Cochiti warned Vargas
that armed Pueblo warriors, with some Navahos and Rio
Colorado Apaches, planned to attack "him. But the two Indian Captains at Cochiti accorded the Spanish a friendly re.;
ception, saying that "their only enemies" were the Apaches
of the mountains facing Socorro," far to the South. Moving
northward, the expedition finally reached its goal, Santa Fe.
Meanwhile, it had been reported that the Indian inhabitants
of this site rejoiced (but not for long) : "Now that the Span8. Ibid.• pp. 204, 211.
On his withdrawal from New Mexico in December, 1692, Vargas traveled a new
route leading ~outheastward from ZuiU to present-day Socorro. The Zuni Ind'ian guide
expressed the wish to return home by way of Acom'a (a circuitous route to the north)
in order to avoid enemy Apaches. This implies that the Navahos who lived to th~ north
of the return route were less feared, or were considered friends to the Zuni people. Ibid.,
p. 245, December 8, 1692.
9. Escalante, Qp. cit.
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iards had returned they could hunt deer and plant their crops
without fear of the cruel Navahos, who just a week before
had murdered a boy and stolen some horses.': 10
The first actual trouble that the Governor faced, despite
all the rumors previously heard, was the necessity of taking
Santa Fe by force, the Pueblo inhabitants having refused to
move out on demand. Scarcely settled in their new homes, the
Spanish received a report of pending trouble centering at
Jemez. Bartholome de Ojeda, Captain of the Pueblo of Sia,
informed Vargas "that the Jemes and their neighbors the
Navahos were about to join forces with the hostile Keres on
the mesa of Cochiti, in answer to the call of Captain
Malacate." 11
During the next two years, Governor Vargas was faced
with the rebellious attitude of a-large part of the Pueblo
people. The resources of the Spanish were taxed to the utmost to bring them under control. The Apaches in -general
and sometimes in particular were mentioned as being allied
with the Pueblos, or at least taking advantage of the situation to their own profit. -The Navahos were mentioned specifically, and on other occasions it is a reasonable assumption
that they were the ones involved when the term Apache was
used. In March, 1694, when Vargas campaigned against the
rebels entrenched on the mesa near the Pueblo of San Ildefonso, .they were credited with having as allies some_
"Apaches of Navaho and those of the Rio Colorado."12 That
10. J. Manue! Espinosa, Crusaders of the Rio Grande, pp. 137, 140, 147. Chicago:
Institute of Jesuit History, 1942. Espinosa relies heavily on Vargas' J ourna! of his
second expedition.
,
_ Upon his return to El Paso early in 1693, Vargas recommended that a settlement
be located near Santa Ana Pueblo "to close the way to the enemy Apache." And, he
stated, the Jemez settlement was very important Hbecause the Apaches make entry
there . . . ." Vargas to Viceroy Conde de Galv~, January 12, 1693. Espinosa, The First
E",pedition of Vargas . •. , p. 286. If the Apaches near Socorro operated as far north
as Cochiti Pueblo, a logical route lay by way of Santa Ana, that is, past the lower Jemez
valley to the Rio Grande. The Navahos, of CDurse, could use the same route.
11. Espinosa, Crusaders . .• , p. 163. Escalante' has the same story: op. cit., and
in' A. G. N., Historia 2, £21. Escalante repeats this bit of information, mentioning
Acoma, Zuni, Moqui, and Cojinnas. "and they had many allies from the whole Apacheria,
according to what they themselves say; . . ." Ope cit. The informant, Ojeda, is here
referred to as Captain of Santa Anrnt.
12. Autos de Guerra 1694, A. G. N., Historia 99, exped. 1, f64, f61.
A short tributary of the Rio Grande north of Taos is named the Rio Colorado. The
eastern flowing Canadian was named the Rio Colorado in New Mexico. These streams
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same month, worried informants from the pro-Spanish
Pueblos of Santa Ana, Sia, and San Felipe notified him that"
the rebels on the Mesa near the Pueblo of Cochiti. "and the
Jemes with a large number of Apaches intended to capture
their pueblos by assault." They requested aid, which was
promptly granted and the rebels were punished. IS In this
instance the Apache allies of the Jemez were probably
Navahos.
After a campaign to the north, "and even beyond Taos
Pueblo, Vargas moved southward again. At the Pueblo of
Sarito Domingo, in July, a courier arrived from Sia with a
message froin Governor Ojeda of Santa Ana (Sia?), "who
reported an attack of the previous day on his pueblo by the
combined forces of the Keres of Cochiti, and the Navahos,
in which four allied warriors were slain. The raiders withdrew only after one of their war'captains had been killed." 14
The climax of the reconquest of Puebloland was reached
in- the year 1696 when the rebellious people made their last
concerted bid for independence. Nambe and Jemez provided
the leadership. The Captain of Nambe was credited with having brought into the alliance the "Moquinos, Zunis, Acomas,
Apaches," and a substantial number of the Pueblos. 15 The
involvement of the Navahos was apparent. The Nambe leader
confessed under torture that the Pueblo folk "at Chimayo
were awaiting news from the Apaches, who had left for their
land to attend a dance; Navaho Apaches were eager to have
all the Apaches and other tribes join in the revolt; and
Acomas, Zuni, Moquis, their Apache neighbors, and the Utes
had decided definitely to join the war 'when the green maize
is picked.' Then the Apaches first were to drive off the horses
of the Spaniards, as preliminary to an assault on Santa

Fe." 16
were in the country of the Jicarilla Apache, The Jicarillas were probably the guilty
ones. Escalante. op. cit. The other possibility were the Apaches toward the Little Rio
Colorado of the West, but they were not usually located by using the name of that river.
IS. Escalante, op. cit. In April, at Zuiii Pueblo, Vargas was informed that the
Apaches were his enemies, including the Apaches Coconinas. Autos de Guerra 1694,
op. cit., f88.
The Utes also Were hostile to 'the Spanish. Ibid., and Escalante, op. cit.
14. 'Espinosa, Crusaders • •• , P. 199, citing Vargas' Journal.
15. Escalante, OP. cit.
16. Espinosa, Crusaders • •• , P. 252, citing Vargas' Journal, June 12, 1696.
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The interest of the Navahos reached even to Taos Pueblo
during these dying days of Pueblo resistance. When the Captain of Taos finally yielded, he told Vargas "that the natives
of Taos' had been about to come down several days past, but
a Navaho Apache had arrived with a message from the rebel
Jemez telling them not to trust Vargas if they valued their
lives, as a result of which the people had scattered throughout the mountains in fear." 17
A portion of the Pueblo people never did yield to Spanish
domination despite their final defeats in the year of 1696.
The people of San Juan de los Caballeros, the first headquarters of Governor Onate in 1598, abandoned theirhonies.
Some of them located at "EI Embudo de Cochiti" as early as
the month of June. In distress for lack of supplies, "their
governor had gone to visit the Navahos in an effort to obtain
maize . . . ," so Governor Vargas 'reported. 18 People from
the Pueblos of Cieneguilla, Santo Domingo and Cochitffled
to Acoma. A majority of this group shortly located along the
Rio Cubero, about fifteen miles north of Acoma, within a
17. Ibid., p. 284, October 3-7, 1696.
Padre Juan Amando Niel records that the Navahos were accustomed to campaign
with the Spanish against the Pawnees and the Jumanos in the 1690's. They returned
from the Great Plains laden with captives and skins to trade at the Fairs in New
Mexico. '1Apuntamientos," Historia 2, exped. 3, £92. Printed in Documento8 para la
Historia de Mexico'. Tercero Berie, Mexico, 1856.
Padre Niel was a Jesuit missionary serving in Sonora and Sinaloa from 1697 to
1710. I consider his accotint of the N'avahos unreliable, although it has been accepted by
H. H. Bancroft, Arizona and New Mexico, San Francisco, 1888; A. B. Thomas, ed.,
After Coronado: Spanish Explorations Northeast of New Mexico, 1696-1727. Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 1935; and Donald Emmet Worcester, Early History of
the Navaho Indians, ms., University of California (Berkeley), 1947. Thomas surmises
that Niel based his account on a ms. entitled Relacion An6nima de la Reconquista del'
Nuevo Mexico. B. N. M.
The "Navajo myths say nothing about hunting the bison, which, indeed, was an
arduous matter in those horseless days." Ruth M. Underhill, The Navajos, p. 11. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1956.
.
"The American buffalo . . • was occasionally used for food. Although many authors
contend that buffalo traversed the present Navajo country, it is the opinion of the
writer, along with others, that the buffalo never came west of the mountains, the Navajo
journeying east of the mountains to find them. It is possible also that the Navajo never
went on extensive buffalo hunts as did the Plains Indians, but preferred to trade for the
meat, hides, and robes.". Francis H. Elmore;" "Food Animals of the Navaho," El Palacio,
44 :149-154 (June, 1938).
A sketch of the northern frontier as of the close of the 17th century mentions the
Moqui and Zuni, but not the Navaho. Respuesta fiscal dada en Jas dependencias del
Reyno de el Parral su fecha 1 de Septiembre de 1698. A. G. I., Audiencia de Guadal<>jara,
67-4-11 (A. C.).
18. Espinosa, ap. cit., p. 265.
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stone's throw (un tiro de pedrero) of a body of water which
gave its name to the new Pueblo of Laguna, officially recognized by Gov. Cubero in 1699. 19 There they became close
neighbors of the Navahos on Cebolleta Mountain. Other
Pueblo folk from Jemez, San Juan, Santo Domingo, and
Cochiti selected a refuge either among the Acoma or Zuni
people, or remained in the Jemez Mountains; "others [fled]
to the Apaches of Cebolleta" or to the eastern plains
Apaches. 20
With New Mexico once more under Spanish control, Governor Vargas was relieved of office by Pedro Rodriguez
Cubero (1697-1703). Pueblo discontent still existed below
the surface in some places, but missionaries were trying to
carryon their work as in the years before 1680. One muchdesired goal was the conversion of the Moqui people. The
Governor visited them with an armed detachment in 1701
in an effort to achieve by force. what could not be accomplished by fair words, but success also eluded him.
The following year information was received in Santa
Fe that trouble was brewing at Zuni. The source of information were some Navahos. Four of them, after a successful
hunt, had traveled to Zuni to trade their meat for other
commodities. They learned that the Zuni folk were planning
to kill the resident soldiers, stationed there to protect the
missionary, and three other Spanish residents. The Navaho
Captain, probably of the Cebolleta Mountain group, sent a
courier to the Pueblo of Sia with the information. He in turn
was sent on to Santa Fe to report directly to the Governor
19. The Acoma people and these migrants made peace with the Spanish in 1699.
Governor Cubero named the new settlement of the migrants San Jose de la Laguna.
Escalante, <>p. cit.
.
Vargas looked forward to conquering Acoma and "capture the enemy Jemez, Tano,
and Santo Domingo Indians living there, and settl.e them at Sandia, and force Acoma
to break its bonds of friendship with the hostile Faraone, Salinero, Sierra de Gila, and
Chilmo Apaches:' Espinosa, Crusaders . •• , p. 297. This statement strengthens the
belief that the Apaches living southward from Acoma and Zuni were not the Navahos
who lived to the northward.
20. Escalante. op. cit. When Vargas returned to El Paso in December. 1692, by a
southwestern route from Zuni, he arrived at a place near the Socorro region which he
named the Cienega de la Canada de la Cebolleta. But this, would hardly be a place for
the refugee Pueblo folk. The Apache folk who molested Vargas in that neighborhood
were no doubt wahderers from the Sacramento Mountains or the Gila River country.
Ibid. And Espinosa, First Expedition Of Vargas. p. 250.
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who subjected him to an examination by Roque de Madrid,
Alcalde Mayor. 21 The Governor made a rapid tour of the Rio
Grande Valley Pueblos. He found that some refugee Teguas
from Moqui had been visiting their home sites, trying to stir
up trouble for the Spanish. A letter from Fray G-araicoechea
at Zuni did not report any trouble, so Cubero judged that the
Navaho story was a false alarm. But he was in error. The
situation was more serious than he realized.
In March of 1703, some Zuili gave way to their feelings of
hatred at the bad treatment received from the resident Spanish. and probably killed part of them. The possibility of
trouble also at Laguna brought the Governor of Sia in a hurry
to protect the missionary there. The Acoma folk wanted to
send an armed force to Zuni, but the information had led Fray
Antonio Miranda, their resident missionary, to forbid such
action. Governor Cubero finally sent a detachment of soldiers
under command of Roque'de Madrid to find Fray Garaicoechea, if still alive, and bring him away from the danger spot.
The Zuni were then left without a Pastor, "exposed to the
diabolical influences of sedicious elements, the apostate rebels
of Moqui and the pagan Apaches of Navaho." 22
, Meanwhile, .Governor Cubero had decided in the summer
of 1702 to launch a campaign against the Navahos. Presumably therefore they had been troublesome as usual for a·
number of years. He was led, to call off any punitive action
when a Navaho Captain went to the Pueblo of Taos to seek
peace. The governor then turned his attention to the Faraone
Apaches east of the Rio Grande, butd~d not complete his
project, leaving it to his successor" Governor Vargas, who
was reappointed to office in 1703.23
It seems surprising that Navahos could be warning the
Spanish against Pueblo intrigues while at the same time the
Governor of New Mexico was thinking in terms of punishing
21. Fr. Agustin de Colina to Fr. Custos, Zia Pueblo, February 25, 1702. Cubero,
Auto, Santa Fe, February 25,17,02; and (author not given) March 2,1702: all in New
Mexico Orig,inals, PE 6 (B. L.) ; Escalante, op. cit. A microfilm of the New Mexico
Originals is in the library, University of New Mexico.
22. Escalante, op. cit. Fr. Antonio Miranda to Cubero, Laguna, March 12, 1703,
ibid.
23. Ibid.

NAVAHO-SPANISH

215

them for their own misdeeds. The answer lies in the fact that
the Navahos were not a united people in the white man's
notion of society. Consequently their left hand did not necessarily know what the right hand was doing. The Navahos
in the northern Province could be troublesome while their
kinsmen to the south, living close to the Pueblos of Acoma,
Laguna, and Zuni, could be on friendly terms with them and
the Spanish. Even a small group from either locality could
engage in mischief despite the contentment of the others.
This dichotomy in Navaho behavior becomes clearer as their
history unfolds in the course of the eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries. 24
-Governor Vargas took possession of the governorship for
the second time on November 10, 1703. 25 In February of
1704, some Indians from Moqui appeared among the Taos
folk to bring them into a general uprising against the Spanish. Moquino agents had earlier been at work in the Pueblos
of San Ildefonso and San Juan. Representatives from these
Pueblos had met with Moquinos heretofore, "and with
Navahos in a general meeting held for this purpose in the
Valley of the Piedra Alumbre."2G The Governor was soon
engaged, however, in a campaign against the Faraones east
of the Rio Grande. He died at Bernalillo in April and the
problem of Pueblo intrigues with the Navahos was left for
his successor, Governor Francisco Cuervo y Valdes (17051707), who took office on March 10,1705,27
The new incumbent of the governor's office had arrived
when the province was in a sad condition from the-military
point of view. He found "the presidial soldiers of this villa
[Santa Fe] without arms or horses, ill-clothed and without
supplies, the settlers suffering from hunger and lack of
clothing . . ." etc. 28 The situation was attributed to. the
24. Studies of the present-day Navaho imply a history of political organization for
cooperation, bu't the leadership quality varied among them, and was often amorphous.
Esther S. Goldfrank, "Irrigation Agriculture and Navaho Community Leadership: case
material on environment and culture!' American Anthropolagist. 47 :273 (New series).
Escalante, op. cit.
26. Ibid.
27. Ibid.
Cuervo to Duke of Albuquerque, May 7,1765. A. G. N., Provo Intern. 96, exped.
5, f483.
The modern speIling for Albuquerque has been adopted by dropping the first "r".

25.
28.
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depredations of the Indians, the wear aildtear of military
operations on both men and horses, and the severity of the
winter climate on the overworked animals.
The Governor did not exaggerate the state of affairs,
unless there was a widespread conspiracy to paint a black
picture for ulterior reasons; but there is no valid reason for
holding such a view. Petitions drawn by the presidial soldiers, settlers, and members of the Santa Fe Cabildo all
carried the same story of distress. And Fray Juan Alvares,
Custodian of the Missions, employed his pen to buttress the
civilian plea for aid from the central government. 29
Cuervo was a .man of action, interested in the welfare of
the settlers as well as the missionaries. Within fifteen days
of assuming office, he had issued a hundredweight of powder
and a supply of lead to Captain Roque de Madrid and had
"sent a company of soldiers in pursuit of two large bands
of enemies from the rancherias of Navaho who had stolen
some beasts and cattle from the towns of San Ildefonso,
Santa Clara, and San Juan."30 During April and May, he
distributed powder and lead to the settlers at different points
in the province, outfitted the soldiers and stationed them in
scattered detachments at frontier outposts, and no doubt relieved the wants of the people in general with a drove of five
hundred animals that he had purchased in the southern
provinces of Viscaya and GaJicia. 31
29. The details are scattered through the various documents in A. G. N., Prov.
Intern. 36, exped. 5.
30. Statement of Captain Alphonso Ra~l de Aguilar, Santa Fe, January 10, 1706.
A. G. N., Prov. Intern. 36, exped. 5, f473v. Hackett, Historical Documents relating to
New Mexico, Nueva Vizcaya, and Approaches Thereto, ·to 1773, 3:367. Washington,
D. C.: Carnegie Institution of Washington, 1937, translates this passage with the phrase
"Navajo rancherias:' but I prefer to write it "rancherias of Navaho" because the
expression has a definite geographical connotation. and identifies the raiders as coming
from the Province of Navaho on the watershed of the Rio San Juan rather than from
Cebolleta Mountain, and it is reasonable to assume that the Province was the jumping
off place for raids in the Santa Fe area of the Rio Grande Valley due to geographical
nearness. '
'.
·The statement about munitions is in Roque Madrid, Santa Fe, August 23, 1705.
A. G. N., 'Frov. Intern. 36, exped. 5,f381.
31. Ibid., f380, 485. Escalante, op. cit.
•
The Muster Roll of the Presidio at Santa Fe, taken on April 20, 1705, reveals the
sad condition of the military. A. G. N., Prov. Intern. 36, exped. 5, f501.
In ·i698, fifty yoke .of oxen and 200 firearms had been distributed by Governor
Cubero among the residents of New Mexico, illustrating how dependent the province
was on outside aid for many years after the reconquest. Ibid., f389.
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In June, the Governor was ready for a major offensive
against the frontier enemy. He first struck the Gila Apaches
of southwestern New Mexico and then, in August and September, turned his forces against the Navahos, a troublesome
people "as is seen from the continuous wars that they have
carried on from the conquest of this kingdom [1598] until
the general uprising of the year 1680, and which they have
continued from the year 1693 until 1705." 32 These Indians
"live from the said frontier [Piedra Lumbre] up to the banks
and fields of the said Grand River [Rio San Juan]. Maintaining themselves by their own labor, they cultivate the land
with much care. They sow corn, beans, squash, and all sorts
of seeds and grains [except barley and wheat], such as chile
and other plants [cosas] that they have found in the settlements of the Christian Indians of this kingdom; this not
being a new practice among the said Apaches, since when
they became settled they have practiced the same. They make
their blankets of wool and cotton; the one they sow and the
other they secure from the flocks of sheep that they raise."33
Crossing the Rio Grande of central New Mexico, near its
junction with the Rio Taos, Captain Roque Madrid led his
force westward by way of Piedra del Carnero, Copper Mountain (or Sierra del Cobre), Rio Chama, and Arroyo Belduque
into the Province of Navaho. Some of these geographical
names are no longer familiar, but his. route lay through the
mountainous country north of the valley of the'Rio Chama.
He picked up the trail later known as the Old Spanish Trail
at or just before reaching the crossing of the upper Rio
Chama, the El Vado of today.34
Another force had moved northward from Santa Fe to
join Captain Madrid. Antonio de Ulibarri, a resident, Alcalde Mayor and War Captain of Santa Fe, recalled that the
Governor Cubero's request for thirty presidials from the" southern presidios for
temporary duty against the frontier Indians was denied by the Viceroy. The Governor
also had in mind the conquest of the Moqui. Ibid., f480 and Escalante, op. cit.
32. Cuervo to the Duke of Albuquerque, Santa Fe, June 23, 1706. A. G. N., Provo
Intern. 86, exped. 5, f403.
33. Ibid. A similar description of the Navahos is to be found in Escalante, op. cit.
It is doubtful that they grew cotton.
34. Ibid. Escalante dates this campaign in July, but it was in August. Cf. Fray
Juan de Tagle, Santa Fe, October 17, 1705. Prov, Intern. 86, exped. 5, f491.
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"entry to the said province [of Navaho] was by way of the
Pueblo of San Lorenzo of Pecuries . . . which is eighteen
leagues from this villa of Santa Fe. They penetrated the
[Province] as far as the place that. they call the Rocky Hills
(los Pefioles) . . . which appeared to him to be in the center
of the Province, ,dLstant from the Pueblo [Pecuries] through
which they entered, about forty leagues from east to west.
. . . The land [Navaho] is all mesas and canyons with sandy
and soft (fioxas) bottoms. . . . Up to the said place of the
Rocky Hills he saw about two hundred Indians, arid there is
no doubt that they'have their ,houses of stone and wood on
the tops of the mesas, and there were many." 35
The conviction of the witness about the location of the
Navaho homes has been sustained by present-day investigation. "Here on the mesas andI in the canyons of the upper
drainages of the Blanco and Largo washes, he [Farmer]
found twenty-nine sites, including small hogan groups, fort'ified buttes, camp sites, and circular wateh·towers."35a
Arriving in the heart of the Province of Navaho, Captain'
Ma:drid worked with a will to teach these troublesome neighbors a lesson. "He lay waste the fields; in three encounters
killed forty to fifty of them, and seized some women, among
whom was an apostate Indian woman from the Pueblo of
J emes." 36 In the face of this assault, the Navahos retreated
to los Pefioles, or rocky hills, two days journey to the south.
35. Sarjento Maiar Don Joachin C6dallos y Rabal Gobernador y Capitan General
de la Nueva Mexico, Testimonio a Ia letra de los Auttos que originales se remiter a1
superior Gobierno del Exmo Senor Conde de Fuenclara . . . Sobre la Reducion de los
Yndios gentiles de la Provincia de Navajo al gremio de Nuestra Santta Madre yglecia.
Febrero 26, 1745. New Mexico Originals, PE 24 (B. L.). Hereafter referred to as
C6dallos y Rabal, j4Testimonio!' A part of this ms. has been translated with Borne errors
and published in W. W. Hill, Some Navaho Culture Changes during two Centuries.
Washington: Smithsonian Institution, 1940. Reprinted from Smithsonian Miscellaneous'
Collection, vol. 100 (WholQ number). See also Cabildo of Santa Fe, "Statement,"
October 13, 1705. A. G. N., Provo Intern. 36, exped. 5, f493; and Fray Juan de Tagle,
op. cit.
35a. D. L. Keur, "Big Bead Mesa, An Archeological Study of'Navaho Aculturation.
1745-1812," American Antiquity, Vol. 7. no. 2, pt. 2, p. 16 (October, 1941. Memoirs of
the Society for American Archeology, No.1). Miss Keur cites a ms. by Malcolm Farmer.
Alfred V. Kidder, "Ruins of the Historic period in the upper San Juan Valley, New
Mexico," Am~rican Anthropologist, 22 :327f. Malcolm F., Farmer, "Navaho Archeology
of Upper Blanco and Largo Canyons, Northern New Mexico," American Antiquity,
8:65-79 (July, 1942).
36. Escalante, op. cit. Fray Juan de Tagle, op. cit.
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This hoped-for security was the north end of Cebolleta
Mountain, an excellent place to repel invaders.
The Arroyo Chico bends around the north end of Cebolleta Mountain from west to east. It then turns towards
the southeast and joins the Rio Puerco. The prominent landmark known as Cabezon Peak rises close by, east of the
Arroyo Chico and south of the Rio Puerco. About four miles
south of the junction point 'lies the present-day village of
Guadalupe, and penetrating Cebolleta Mountain to the west
is a canyon of the same name; one of those "deep-watered
canyons that extend back into the high lava-covered. mesas"
lined wIth alders, boxelders, and oaks." 37
In the days of Roque Madrid, this region was comparatively well-watered. Today the channel of thQ Rio Puerco is
deep and wide from erosion, and the land has been abandoned in large part by the early settlers, their vacant homes
standing in mute testimony to the wrath of nature when
·provoked by the ignorance of man. But within the memory
of living men water flowed in the shallow channel of the Rio
Puerco, marked by "pools of water which old settlers called
lagunitas, a name perpetuated in the Lagunitas [land]
grant."38 In the days when New Mexico was first colonized
the Rio Puerco was referred to as the "Torrente de los Alamos," 39 implying a stream with abundant water lined with
cottonwoods, and probably other types of stream-bank
shrubbery and trees.
Although there are a goodly number of mesas between the
37. C. B. Hunt, The Mount Taylor Coal Field, p. 37. United States Geologic.al
Survey, Bulletin 860-B. 1936. "Deep and wide barrancas or bays have eroded into the
mesa, and they are. now inclosed by walls more than 1,000 feet high." Ibid., p. 177.
38. Kirk Bryan, "Historic Evidence on Changes in the Channel of the Rio Puerco
••• "The Journal of Geology, 36 :278 (April-May, 1928).
"Mr. R. T. Heller reports that when he came to Cabezon, in 1889, the Rio Puerco
flowed in a trench only about 5 feet wide; across which there was a bridge." B. C.
Renick, Geology a.nd Ground-water resources of western.Sandoval County. New Mexico,"~
.p. 64f. United States Geological Survey, Water Supply Paper 620. Washington, 1931.
39. George P. Hammond and Agapito Rey, eds., Don Juan de Onate: Colonizer of
New Mexico 1595-1628, p. 327. The University of New Mexico Press, 1953. 2· vols.
("Record 'of the Marches by the Army, New Spain to New Mexico, 1596-98," in Vol.· 5,
Coronado Cuarto Centennial Publications, 1540-1940, George P. Hammond, General
Editor).
When Governor Vargas was enroute to Zuni in 1692, he recorded his experience
with the Rio Puerco: "Since the crossing is deep, it was necessary to carry the supply
of provisions on our shoulders." Espinosa, First Expedition •••• p. 186.
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Province of Navaho and Cebolleta Mountain to the south,
none of them afforded the security necessary when pursued
by mounted soldiel's in the service of His Majesty. The mesas
. along the continental divide between these two geographical
areas have a regionai northward dip, scarcely three degrees
and usually less. 40 But the 'lava-topped Cebolleta Mountain
was defended against intruders by a steep escarpment on all
sides. With the aid of man in. erecting some artificial defense
barriers, it was a stronghold worthy of the prowess of any
fighter who sought to scale the heights in the face of flying
arrows and stones. Even Roque Madrid failed this test, although he did lead his force south in pursuit of the foe despite
the rigors of the season.
In the month of August the land that the Spanish crossed
was dry and hot. When the troops reached the stronghold of
the Navahos they were in bad shape, a condition well described by Antonio Albarez Castrillon :
pursuing my course to the rocky hills [los Penoles], striking the enemy
and laying waste the fields, I found the Indians· [Pueblo auxiliaries]
killing an old woman. I stopped them. She promptly asked for baptism
with much fervor. She was baptized and then they killed her. Another
one was·captured with her daughter. I continued with iny assaults until
reaching the rocky hills. There I found the,Apaches up above. I and all
my companions experienced considerable affliction and grief at seeing
the horses so weak and unsteady from thirst, and without remedy for
their distress, as to be unable to pmlish the enemy, who made a great
mockery of us, yelling from the top of the hills upon seeing the manner
in which our horses moved among the rocks, smelling and neighing. It
seemed that they [the horses] understood and cried out to God for
water. In the midst of this affliction, our chaplain, Fray Francisco
Jimenez (vice-custodian) cried to the heavens, begging for relief, and
I joined him and all the others. Our outcry reached the heavens; a small
cloud appeared but rained only a trifle, since our cloaks were not even
dampened. A moment later, Mathew Trugillo, Corporal of the Squadron, commenced to shout that the horses should go down t~ the water in
an arroyo which shortly before we had crossed dry, and was now
40. Hunt, op. cit., and Renick, op. cit.
"If we stand up·on the eastern brink of the Mount Taylor [Cebolleta Mt.] mesa we
shall overlook the broad valley of the Puerco (East). . . . The edge of the mesa suddenly descends by a succession of ledges and slopes nearly 2,000 feet into the· rugged and
highly diversified valley-plain below," Captain Clarence E. Dutton; "Mt. Taylor and
the Zuni Plateau," p. 166. Geological Survey, Sixth Annual Report. Washington, 1885.
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flooded. We praised God,
water in such abundance
lasting for more than an
[the arroyo]. 'During this
fields. 41
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thanking Him for this miracle. He sent us
that all these fields became lakes, the water
hour and a half, not permitting us to cross
interval the troop was laying waste the corn

The chronicler had described a familiar phenomenon of the
semi-arid Southwest in the summer time, a .flash flood in a
usually dry arroyo.
The mesa is roughly and irregularly crescentic in form and extends one
and one-fifth miles from one end around the back of the crescent to the
other. The area of maximum breadth occurs in the extreme southwest,
where the mesa is well over one third of a mile across. It is narrowest
. at the neck of the northeastern spur. At one strategic place, measuring
only 26 feet (7.92) across, the inhabitants had erected their most elaborate structure of defense, in the form of a sturdy, high Wall. 41a

It is set apart from the Cebolleta Mountain by a dip, and the
area· aroup.d it is rough and irregular with several minor
arroyos.
The mission accomplished, but not to the entire satisfaction of the Governor, Captain Madrid led his force home by
way of Sia Pueblo,42 arriving at this frontier site on the 19th.
In the face of this raid, the Navahos indicated that they
wanted peace, but it was not granted at the moment.
Again in September the Spanish launched a punitive ex- .
pedition against the Province of Navaho. A participant in
the undertaking, Anttonio Tafoia, recollected many years
later that they entered the Navaho country "by way of the
mountain which they call Las Grullas [Cranes],. thirty
leagues to the northwest of this villa [Santa Fe] ; they pene41. Castrillon's UDiary," quoted in Escalante, Ope cit. He was Secretario de Gov..
ernacion y Guerra and a participant in the campaign.
41a. D. L. Kenr, "Big Bead Mesa . . ." American Antiquity, vol. 7, no. 2, pt. 2
(October, 1941.· Memoirs of the Society For American Archaeology, no. 1).
Dendrochronology dates these ruins for the second quarter of the eighteenth century. Ibid. The Navaho were located there much earlier.
Aerial inspection was made possible by courtesy of the Army Air Force, Special
Weapons Center, Kirtland Field, Albuquerque. (F. D. R.)
42. Antonio Ulibarri's 'testimony in C6dallos y Rabal, "Testimonio". Escalante,
Ope cit.
The progress and results of these two campaigns are not clearly distinguished
among the various recorders of the events. Uliban; stated that they seized about fifty
head of sheep.

222

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

trated the country eighteen leagues more or less; . . . and
ran upon some ranchos on the summits of the mesas. He saw
at different times on the summits about five hundred Indians.
. . . The Christian Indians of this Kingo.om, [New Mexico]
who were on the expedition killed one Indian. The Navahos
fled for the mountains. Consequently the whole expedition
returned to this villa'by way of the place that they call the
Pedernal Mountain, close by the Spanish settlement of
Abiquiu, about two leagues distant from the said place."43
The Spanish gained more than a better geographical understandingof the Province of Navaho as a result of this
foray. They left destruction in their path, having burned
corn fields and destroyed huts of the Navaho people. They
brought home an assortment of spoils of war: captive women
and children, skins, baskets, arid some horses and sheep; and
they also 'restored to their former homes certain Pueblo Indians, some of whom had been taken captive during the
Pueblo uprisings of 1680 and the 1690'S.44 The others were
refugees.
The desire for peace was made a reality as a result of
these ~estructive forays against the Navahos. "The majority
of their captains came down to seek peace in the name of
their people, bringing some skins, baskets and other things·
from their country to ransom . . ." their people held as
prisoners. 45 The Spanish were equally desirous of peace.
Warfare had been expensive, and had brought about a serious depletion in the supply of munitiollil. 46 The value of the
plunder was not great and campaigning was a hardship for
the number of fighting men available and their limited
resources.
For a few years New Me~ico enjoyed an uneasy truce
43. Attonio Tafoia' testimony, Ibid. Antonio Ulibarri, on the campaign that he
participated in, saw about 200 Navahos. Ibid.
44. Fray Juan de Tagle, Statement, October 17, 1705. Provo Intern. 36, exped. 5,
f491. Cabildo of Santa Fe, Statement, October 13, 1705, Ibid., f493.
45. Santa Fe Cabildo, February 23, 1706. Ibid., f456.
46. Junta General, February 26, 1706. Ibid., f443. Cuervo to Albuquerque, October
27, 1705. Ibid., f478.
In the spring of 1706 the general picture of conditions in New Mexico was again
. painted in dark shades by Fray Juan Alvares of the Nambe mission, April 7, 1706.
Ibid., f449. Fray Juan Alvares, April 16,.1706. Ibid., f455.
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with these people and trade relations were r~sumedY The
Governor now promoted expansion. He established the new
villa of Albuquerque in the spring of 1706 and refounded the
pueblo of Galisteo for displaced persons from that area. The
settlers at the Bosque of Dona Louisa, or Albuquerque, were
not left to their own devices for security. A squad of ten soldiers with their families were located there to perform the
customary duty of escorting travelers and to protect the new
settlement, "being a main frontier of the barbarous nations
of Chilmos, Gilas and said Faraones"48 Apaches.
The omission of the Navahos in the statement concerning the "barbarous nations" of the frontier implies that they
were not troublesome in the Rio Abajo, and that their main
field for marauding was the Rio Arriba. This means that the
troublemakers had been the Navahos from the northern
Province, and not those who lived on Cebolleta Mountain.
Governor Vargas, a decade earlier, had recommended that a
settlement be located near the Pueblo of Santa Ana "to close
the way to the enemy Apache. . . ."49 If the omission of the
name Navaho by Vargas is taken literally, it would associate
them with Jemez Pueblo only, either in war or peace, insofar
as the Rio Abajo was concerned, a not unreasonable assumption when the whole picture of Navaho relations is viewed.
The truce with the frontier foes did not mean that internal conditions were satisfactory. Rumblings of discontent
among the Pueblos led Governor Cuervo to make the rounds
in May of 1707 in an effort to find the truth and if necessary
to take remedial measures. 50 Perhaps this was an added reason for the decision ',to call in the scattered detachments of
troops that had been stationed at frontier posts and to recon47. Junta General, July 28, 1706. Ibid., f414v. Cuervo, RepOTt, Santa Fe, August,
18, 1706. Hackett, Historical Documents .•• , 3 :381.
48. Cuervo to Albuquerque, April 26, 1705. Pr01J. Intern., exped. 5, f465. The
settlement was made up of 35 families of 252 persons, which I assume included the
soldiers.
.
For a discussion of the settlement of Albuquerque, see Fray Angelico Chavez, "The
Albuquerque Story," New Mexico Magazine (January and February, 1956).
49. Vargas to Galve, January 12, 1693, in Espinosa, First Expedition of Vargas
•••• p. 286.
50. Juan Paez Hurtado to Governor Chac6n, Santa Fe, October 4, 1707. Provo
Intern. 96, exped. 2, f67. Gov. Chac6n took office August 1, 1707. Escalante, op•. cit. '
On October 4, 1707, the Faraone Apaches on the east side struck the Pecos Pueblo.
Juan Paez Hurtado, op. cit.
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centrate them at Santa Fe, a step decided upon in a council
held at Sia on May 18.51
The Navahos were still at peace,52 visiting and trading
with the Pueblos. On March 31, 1708, a delegation of four
arrived at the Pueblo of Santa Clara. They wished to renew
the understanding with the Spanish that they would live in
peace and claimed to hav~ been sent as ambassadors in behalf "of all the captains of the rancherias and mountains of
Navaho."
Santa Clara was in the jurisdiction of the Alcalde Mayor
of Santa Cruz who escorted the visitors to see the Governor
in Santa Fe, Admiral don Joseph Chacon Medina Salazar y
Villasenor, Marques de la Penuela' (1707-1712). He had assumed the reins of office on August 1, 1707. The fall and
winter season was no season for traveling on a goodwill
mission to Santa Fe, so the, Navahos could scarcely b'e expected to react overnight to a change in Spanish administration, hence the lateness of their visit.
Governor Chacon received them graciously. He was more
than pleased to maintain the status quo. As a symbol of the
occasion, the spokesman for the visitors was given a baton.'
This was an early effort to inculcate in the minds of the
Navahos the white man's concept of a final or supr~me voice
of authority in society.53
Unfortunately for both sides, the Navahos soon fell from
grace, a tribute to their inchoate political society. There is no
51. Escalante, op. cit.
52. Fray Antonio de Miranda to Governor Chacon, Laguna, November 25, ,1707.'
Provo Intern. 96, exped. 2, f84.
A general analysis of the military situation at this time indicated that the valley
of the Rto Chama was the entry for Navaho marauders striking at the pueblos in the
Rio Arriba. Ute Indians were dangerous for Taos; Faraone Apaches from the Sandia
Mountain could strike at Galisteo and into the Rio Abajo; Apaches in the Rio Gila area
and Robber's Mountain just north of Socorro wer.e the southwestern menace. Juan
Paez Hurtado to Governor, Santa Fe,' March 26, 1708. Ibid., exped. 2, f135. See also
Captain Felix Martinez, Papers 1699-1712. A. G. 1., Mexico, 60-5-2 (A. C.).
The Pueblo of Santa ·Clara had especially suffered from attacks from Navaho and
Ute. Cubero to Fray Antonio Guerra (Custodio), Santa Fe,' March 9, 1712. New
Mexico Originals,PE6 (E. L.). Juan Paez Hurtado, op. cit.
53. Governor to Duke of Albuquerque, Santa Fe, April 6, 1708. In this same letter,
the Governor mentioned the Moqui, "with whom this nation [Navaho] has continuous
war," hl~t the Navahos were at peace with Zuii~, Hwhere they always enter in peace."
Provo Intern.. 96, exped. 2, f152. Cabildo, "Statement," Santa Fe, April I, 1708. Ibid.,
f150.
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evidence at hand to indicate that the Spanish had done' anything to precipitate hostilities, nor is there a specific reason
advanced for the Navaho behavior. But they were accused
of having broken the peace toward the close of 1708. During
the year 1709 they did attack the frontier settlements, running off horses and cattle and seizing a.few captives. On June.
8 they invaded their sometime friends in the Pueblo of Jemez,
sacked the houses and the church,.and took the items used in
the services. This p;rovoked sharp retaliation:
and although two squadrons of soldiers went to meet them and had
several skirmishes, killing some· of them and wounding many, they
could not make up for the damage done, nor punish them as they deserved becaues they were excessively superior in, number. Since this
occasion the Marques concentrated all the forces of the Province
against them, and without delay pursued them to their own land, and
carrying 'out some successful action, he obliged them to make peace
again. 54

This was only one of five campaigns during the year. The
first one had occurred in February when the Navahos raided,
in the vicinity of Santa Clara Pueblo. On the 21st, the Governor ordered Roque Madrid to assemble the militia and'
pursue them. 55 ·Despite these efforts to punish the enemy, the
Governor confessed in December that a sixth and major effort must be made. Again the veteran campaigner, Roque
Madrld, was called to lead a force of soldiers and Pueblo
Indians into Navaholand-this time in the dead of winter. 56
On one of the campaigns, probably the pursuit that followed. the sack of Jemez Pueblo, Antonio Montoia was. a
participant and recorded his experiences years later in 1745.
.From the Jemez Pueblo to the Province of Navaho, he said,
was thirty leagues, the region being a desert to the west . . . He entered into the Province by the said place [Jemez], and at the entrance
to it there is a large spring of sweet water, not sufficient for irrigation
but it supplies sufficient drinking water for men and horses. From the
spring.,to the northern end of the Province seemed to be about forty
54. Escalante, op. cit.
55. R. E. Twitchell, The Spa.nish Archives of New Mexico, 2:1'66 (Cedar Rapids,
Iowa: The Torch Press, 1914).
'
56. Santa Fe, Decemher 8, 1708. N. M. A., 1707-1711, Document 157. :
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leagues [100· miles] more or less. There are mesas and mountains and
on the former ,there are many small settlements.' The Navahos raise
stock and grow considerable corn, also some beans and squash.. The
natives occupy them'selves in raising thEdr stock and cultivating their
fields. At the time stated the Na·vahos had many horses and sheep.57

On one of the other campaigns, prohably the winter effort
of 1708-1709, Anttonio Tafoiarelated 'that the· expedition
traveled by way of Piedra Alumbre which was about eighteen
leagues (45 miles) from Santa Fe. "There they, saw at a distance about twenty-five Navahos. Pursuing them they killed
about ten or twelve and the others fled to the mountains." 58
, The efforts of Governor Chacon to punish th~ Navahos
brought a temporary peace of four years for the Rio Grande
settlements, but the same basic relation between the antagonists was left for his successor, Don
Ygnacio Flores,
MogollOn (1712-1715), who assumed office October 5, 1712.59
A year later, the, Governor· was notified by· the resident
missionary at San IIdefonsothat tlieNavahos had stolen.
, stock belonging to the Pueblo. He promptly, consulted with
various officials about appropriate action~ Captain Alphonso .-'
Rael de Aguilar favored immediate pursuit and punishment
for the culprits.· If action were delayed until spririgtime, he
argued, the horses would be in poor condition for military
action. Thomas Holguin, Alcalde Mayor of Santa Cruz, favoredsuspended judgment:. it should first ,be determined
whether or not the Navahos were the guilty,party or 'whether
some other Indians had stolen the stock. No names were mentioned, but the region was, open for attacks from both Ute
and Comanche warriors. Captain Holg'uin was so conservative that he even suggested that action be delayed until instructions had been received from the Viceroy, He probably

Juan

57. C6dallos y Rabal, "Testimonio. . • '." I judge this spring to be the one known
in later times as Ojo Amarillo, near the head 'of Canon Largo. '
58. Ibid.i suspect that some of Governor Chacon's efforts to punish the Navahos
did not necessarily mean an actua~ invasion of the Province of Navaho.
A report on the news from New Mexico includes the statement: '-concerning how
the Apaches of Navaho attacked the presidio and Pueblos of El Paso and even New
Mexico and ·the measures taken. for their repulse. . . :~ Provo Intern. 86, exped. 2,
f91v. I am very skeptical that the Navahos ever attacked El Paso.
Conditions in New Mexico for the year 1709 are also commented on in La Junta
General (Viceregal), May 28, 1710. Ibid., exped. 3, f331.
59., Escalante, op. cit. '
'
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reasoned ,that the loss of a fewhead,of stock was preferable
t(:>'provoking general hostilities with the Navahos, only a few
of whom might have been the guilty persons.
General Juan Paez Hurtado advised that the, robbers,
should be trailed to the Santa Clara Mountain. I! found to be
Navahos, they should be punished, as promptly as had been,
done in 1709, when they had taken stock from Chimayo
Canyon, that is, the region of Santa Cruz. The' Governor
finally accepted the moderate view ofdetermining first who
was guilty of the outrage.
The robbers' were trailed "to the place called the Piedra
Alumbre which is where they enter and leave [the settlement] and were recognized to be Navahos whohadentered;
they Wl?re more than fifteen in number." Captain Crist6bal
de la Serna was ordered on October 22 to take the field with
, a contingent
of fifty presidiaJ.. soldiers, twenty militiamen,
.
•
r
and 150 Pueblo allies. It was to be a major effort to punish
the Navahos. If they fled to the more remote part of their
Province near the Rio San 'Juan, the Captain had instructions
to pursue them all the way: However, the way was left open
for minimum use of the force. If the enemy would'release
'Pueblo Indian captives, peace talks could be opened. 60
, Blas Martin, a militiaman from Santa Cruz del Ojo
Caliente, participated in this campaign and recorded his
observations in later years. The expedition assembled' at
J ernez Pueblo.
, He saw a spring at the entrance to the Province [of Navaho] which
,flowed about fifty paces. He entered the Province about fifteen leagues
(38 miles) . . . . The Indians retreated from danger but they seized
about thirty and burned all the corn fields. He saw no more water than
a seepage in the place that they call the gashed Itaxada] rock. The
water flows and from it they irrigate some garden plots which they,
plant in season with considerable corn, squash (pumpkin) and melons.
They live on the summits of the mesas for security against the Co60. N. M. A .• 1713-1714, Document 199. Escalante mentions the campaign, ope cit.
IBancroft gives the figure of 400 men for this expedition. Arizona and New ~e::cico, p.
232. Aguilar recalled in '1745 that about '500 men were involved; Both figures seem too
high. Aguilar also stated that they seized ,about 3'00 sheep, and that the Utahs were'
dangerous to the -Navahos. C6dallos y Rabal. "Testimonio. . . ." The presence of a
garrison troop at Santa C1~ra Pueblo was no deterrent to raiders.' Captain Madrid
,resided there. N. M. A., 17i3-1714, Docume:"'t 191. '
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manches aridUtahs. From the spring of Our Lady, at the entrance to
the Province to the Rio Grande [Rio San Juan] by the route he traveled
was about thirty leagues '(75 miles) from west [north?] to south. The
Navahos sow some eorn and squash ~n the' banks of the said river. 61

This evidence ,of Navaho well-qeing makes one 'wonder
why they found it profitable to excite the Spanish by initial
attacks. The answer is still the assumption that they lacked
political cohesion, so that a few men' would be tempted to
steal sheep in the Rio Grande Valley while the majority of
their, kinsmen were quite content to remain at peace-and
there was no direct relationship between the two. At any'
rate, the campaign launched' by; Governor Mogo1l6n 'did
not bring permanent peace any more ~than did those of his
predece,ssors,
Hostilities again broke out in March of 1714. On ,this
occasion a leader of the Jemez folk had been killed by the
Navahos. The Governor dispatched Captain Madrid against
them with a force of fifty soldiers, some militiamen and,a
contingent of 212 Pueblo warriors. Madrid took the route up
the Chama'Valley by way of the Piedra Lumbre, probably
crossing the river at El Vado and without doubt keeping well
south of the Rio San Juan, seeking the Navahos as usual on
their mesa topS.62 The expedition returned by way of Jemez
Pueblo. As BIas Martin recalled, they traveled about twenty
,leagues from the Piedra Lumbre to the Province of Navaho.
"In this district there is a small lake which appeared to be
rain water, and in some canyons they'found some hollows
'with rain water which the Indians preserved with sand
dykes." He also stated that they lived on mesa tops for pro- ,
tection against, their, enemies the Utahs and, C~manches.
,

,

61. C6dallos Y Rabal, c~Testimonio. . . ~" The ms. direction reads: del poniente a1
media dia.
At. this time the Governor consulted with his ecclesiastical 'and civil advisers conceriling the practice' of pai~ting the face and wearing ·headdress that made it difficult
to distinguish ~he Pueblo folk from the frontier folk, Divided' counsel resulted in' ref~r- '
ring the question to .the Viceroy. The Pueblos were suspected of committing depreda, tiona that were then~ attributed to the pagans. The 'p'roof advanced was thei~ possession
of some-horses and Spanish armor. It- was -argued however that they secured these items
from the pagans thro~gh barter in times of peace. Escalante, op. cit, A long letter by
Fray Antonio Miranda of Acoma is quoted by Escalante as one point of view on this
problem of the Pueblo folk.
62. Escalante,op. cit. Escalante implies that this was only part of the story.
H
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"Their houses are built wholly of stone and mud plaster [terrado]. They make so~e wool blankets and baskets and some
buckskins which they trade" with the Pueblo folk,63
Captain Madrid attacked the Navahos at different locations and managed to capture seven, kill about thirty, and
to carry away about 200 fanegas of corn, some other grain,
and 110 head of sheep.64 This quantity of plunder was a good
reward for the expense involved and represented a greater
loss for the Navahos than what some of them had gained
from raiding.in the Rio Grande Valley.
Due to chronic illness, Governor Flores appointed an acting governor in October of 1715. The person chosen for the
responsibility was Felix Martinez, Captain of the Presidio
and Regidor of the ·Cabildo. 65 .Under his administration, the
Navaho situation continued to be abo'ut the same. In October
of 1716 he sent Captain Christ6bal de la Serna of the Santa
Fe presidio with a contingent of forty soldiers, some militiamen and the usual' contingent of Pueblo fighters. The total
was about 400 men. They traveled by way of Jemez Pueblo.
The entrance of the Province, according to Antonio Ulibarri,
was about fifteen leagues from Jemez, a distance without any·
inhabitants, although marked. with many mesas and moun~
tains. TheY penetrated the Province for about twenty leagues
to a place that they called Los Penolitos, "where they had a
fight with the said pagan Indians. They killed six Indians and
seized about 200 head of sheep. He saw some Indians fleeing
forthe mesas.'; The expedition returned by wa;y of Jemez. 66
Antonio Ulibarri had 'participated in an unusual campaign as he realized. with the passing of the years. The
seventeenth century heritage of warfare between the Spanish and the Navaho now came to an end. They lived in peace
with one another for over half a century. Antonio Montoia .
63. C6dallos y Rahal, "Testimonio. . . ."
The mention of a small lake on the route to the Province indicates that they
crossed the Rio Chama at EI Vado and passed hy Horse Lake.
Juan Bigil (or Vigil) estimated the distance from the Piedra Lumbre to the
Province at fifteen leagues. Ibid.
.
64. Escalante, op. cit.
65. Ibid. Governor Martinez served until January 20,1717. Juan Paez Hurtado was
acting governor until Valverde arrived. B. N. M., leg. 3.
66. C6dallos y Rahal, "TestirilOnio. . . .".
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attributed this peace. to pressure from the Utahs and Comanches upon the Navahos who in turn were anxious to
maintain peace with 'and even to be safeguarded by the
Spanish. 67 The same two tribes were also pressing against
the Jicarilla Apaches who in turn were falling back from the
northeast upon the Spanish for protection. 68 But this was not
the whole of the story.
.
. Ifthe basic reason for the hostilities between the Navahos
and the Spanish' had been the predatory desire 'of the latter,
to secure booty, there was no signifi.cant development in the
decade ot'the 1720's to bring about a change in Spanish be..:
havior. If anything, they should ·have. had more interest in
booty since th~y' had been complaining of poverty. If the
basis for the fighting lay in the predatory tendencies of the
Navahos, the destructive raids of the Spanish could account
for the Indians' eventual willingness to live at peace with
them. An inconstancy in behavior has often been attributed'
to the Indian in general by the white man throughout their'
history of conflict. If this were a true interpretation of Indian character, it would be difficult to account for a period of
peace between the Navahos and the Spanish and Pueblo people that now lastedfor a half century. One must conclude that
the Navahos had been the aggressors and had been getting
the worst of the deal in the guerrilla warfare since the days,
of Governor De Vargas. 69 To this' can be added the contemporary judgment that pressure from other.foes gave. the
. Navahossometliing else to think about than raiding the' valley of the Rio Grande. The warfare had worked a hardship
on the Spanish, so the era of peace was a pleasing respite for'
both parties.
.
.
67. Both these witnesses are speaking as of 1745, but their testimony is correct in
,regard to peace. Governor Juan Domingo de Bustaman~e made a peaceful entrada
during his administration (1722-31). C6dallos y' Rabl'l, "Testimonio. . . ." There is rio
mention of any trouble in Bustamante's residencia. nor in Goverhor Olavid's (17371739) residencia. Ne;;'. Mexico Originals, PE 17. There is no mention of trouble with
the Navahos after the campaign of 1715,in H. H. Bancroft, Arizona and New Mexico
(San Francisco, 1888).
68. See document's in AlfredB. Thom.:s, ed., After Coronadl>: S'panish explorations
northeast 'of New Mexico, 1696-1727, pp, 115, ,208. Norman: Universtiy of Oklahoma
'Press, 1935.
.I '
. ' ,
69. See Frank D. Reeve, "Seventeenth Century Navaho-Spanish Relations," New
.Mexicl> Historical Review, vol. I, ·no: 1 (Jan';ary, 1957).'
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Another reason for a long period of peace in the
eighteenth ~entury can· be assumed from present-day studies
of Navaho characteristics. They are a people who admire individual initiative and thrift, but are cool toward the practice
of securing too large an amount of worldly goods per person:
"to have either too much or· too little gives grounds for
suspicion on the part of" one's neighbors. 70 The possession of
sheep in the eighteenth century; acquired from the Spanish,
and· their older farm economy provided them with a liveli~
hood that made less necessary the raiding of settlements in
the Rio Grande Valley. They could have material comfort.
without ·seeking to become "millionaires," especially since
they are credited with psychologica~ values in living that
mitigate the urge for material ppssessions.

70. Clyde Kluckhohn, "A Navaho Personal Document with a Brief Paretian Analysi~,"
Southwestern Journal
of Anthropology, vol. 1, p.
275 (1945).
•
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